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By Mr. Christian DeLuca

Top: A Soldier
from the 20th
Engineer Bat-
talion uses the
Prusik technique
to ascend a
tower.

Left: A team from
the 66th Engineer
Company finishes
a swim across
Bloodland Lake
after construct-
ing a poncho raft.

Sappers from around the globe traveled to Fort Leonard Wood,
Missouri, to see who was the best of the best at the Engineer
Regiment’s 2d annual Best Sapper Competition, during ENFORCE

week, 2-4 May 2006. Ten 2-man teams traversed through post terrain
during two and a half days of the most strenuous training many of
these Soldiers had ever experienced.

Day One began at first light, with a modified physical fitness test
consisting of sit-ups, push-ups, pull-ups, and a 3-mile run. The teams
then spent 30 minutes packing their gear; were briefed on the
guidelines and boundaries; and set loose lugging 65-pound all-
purpose, lightweight, individual, carrying equipment (ALICE) packs
to navigate to 16 checkpoints, culminating in more than 20 miles of
legwork within 24 hours.

At eight of the checkpoints, teams completed tasks before
continuing on their route. These tasks consisted of a Prusik
climb and buddy rappel, weapons assembly, a combat life-saver
(CLS) assessment and 9-line medical evacuation (MEDEVAC)
request, demolition calculations, grenade toss, military
operations on urbanized terrain (MOUT) breach, and various
weapons firing.

Day One ended for all teams with a 500-meter swim
across Bloodland Lake after constructing a poncho raft
from equipment in their packs. The last team finished
the swim around 0730 the next day. According to one
20th Engineer Battalion Soldier from Fort Hood, Texas,
after only one day of the competition, it had been a
hard experience.
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Two and a half hours later and two teams smaller, Day Two
began. With packs back on their backs and boots back on the
trail, the teams began another 20-mile-plus trek, stopping at
six more checkpoints to complete tasks. The chief of training
of the Sapper Leader Course stated that the lack of downtime
was intentional due to wanting to achieve more of a continuous
24-hour operation to make it more realistic.

The competition ended on Day Three with a 9-mile run.
Teams carried sandbags and water jugs during parts of the
run, adding to the strain. One Soldier from the 66th Engineer
Company, Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, remarked that the event
was fun, but that it was an extremely challenging experience.

Mr. DeLuca is a photojournalist with the Fort Leonard
Wood newspaper, the Guidon. He served as a combat cor-
respondent with the United States Marines from 1997 to 2001.
He is a graduate of the Basic Journalism Course and the
Intermediate Photojournalism Course at the Defense In-
formation School, Fort Meade, Maryland, and holds a
bachelor’s in film studies.
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A team from the 1st Engineer Battalion tapes C4 to a
piece of lumber during a demolition event.
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payday and report discrepancies to the higher headquarters
via telephone or e-mail.

Each MiTT had two field ordering officers who bought
items for the team and, more importantly, the Iraqi unit they
were partnered with. Throughout the year, the Iraqi unit
received new laptop computers, new weapons, and up-armored
high-mobility multipurpose wheeled vehicles (HMMWVs).
With each new equipment shipment, it became important to
train Iraqi soldiers to use the items correctly. One big task was
to teach the Iraqi staff to use Microsoft® Word®, Power-
Point®, and Excel®. They began to use these programs in
command and staff meetings, much like the U.S. Army does.
Furthermore, weapon ranges and driver training programs were
arranged to train the troops on weapons and vehicle safety
and operation.

Conclusion

As Iraqi army units learn to successfully command and
control their subordinate units, they will be given
greater ownership of their operational environment.

This power shift is vital to the U. S. drawdown in Iraq. Much
like any deployment, there were low points and high points,
but all were memorable. Witnessing Iraqi soldiers vote in the
December 2005 Iraqi election was truly an unforgettable day.
More somber memories will remain, however, including the
effects of suicide bombers, IEDs, and insurgents.

The MiTT experience is unlike any other military
assignment. Iraqi soldiers are motivated to make a difference
in their country. As more Iraqi divisions, brigades, and
battalions stand up and take over, more U. S. forces will be
relieved of their duties in Iraq. It is a tough fight, but challenges
are overcome every day. Iraqi units throughout their entire
army are learning about the work ethic, professionalism, and
prowess of the U. S. military. Their army and police force are
growing tremendously and continue to gain greater control of
the country. Through the training the Iraqi army has received—
and will continue to receive—from the U.S. Army, Iraq will be
able to mitigate the difficult insurgency.

Captain Swedberg is the commander of Alpha Company,
169th Engineer Battalion, Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri. He
has served two tours in Iraq, the most recent as a member of
a MiTT in Ar Ramadi. He holds a bachelor’s from the United
States Military Academy and a master’s from the University
of Missouri-Rolla in Rolla, Missouri.

(“Transition Teams,” continued from page 24)



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


